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we did not have permission for the flights across 
Mongolia in-spite of meeting their last minute 
requirement for every aircraft to carry a satel-
lite phone as VHF communication was impossi-
ble.ó 
 
Did you have any aircraft problems? 
òWe were fortunate in that we only had a brake 

caliper come free and damage a 
tyre. Luckily we were in Kazakh-
stan where engineers were able 
to produce a suitable jack. Get-
ting non-metric sized bolts was 
the problem till Hans produced 
from his toolbox  exactly what 
was needed and Simon carried 
out a perfect repair and tyre 

change.ò  

 
What was the most memora-
ble experience?  

òThere were so many. Amongst 

them must be the dawn balloon 
flight in Cappadocia, Turkey. The 

Chinggis Khan Monument and National Park in 
Mongolia, The Monument of Sorrow in Ma-
gadan. The flight into and especially out of Ol-
gii, Mongolia routing via Russia as we were not 
allowed to fly across China. The views in Alaska. 
The sequencing of aircraft flying into Oshkosh.ó  
 
What was the worst moment? 
òHearing Peter, my co-pilot from the African 
trip declaring a Mayday over Alaska when his 
engine died. A couple of hours earlier we were 
all flying over the Bering Sea and a few minutes 
later they would have been over mountains. For-
tunately there was a hunting lodge with a rough 
strip within gliding distance.ó 
 
And finally what is your next challenge?  
òI chose not to think of these trips as challenges, 
but as opportunities to travel with friends and 
fly in countries we would not normally consider 
visiting .... let alone fly our own aircraft around. 
We are truly fortunate to be invited to do such 
flights and have Rotarians host us along the 
way.  Nothing planned, but letõs wait and see 
what turns up.ó 

To get a flavour of this adventure the editor 
put a series of questions to Feroz and here 
are his replies. For those wanting further 
detail Simonõs blog at http://
simonpbarlow.wordpress.com/ covers every 
aspect of the flight superbly.  
 
Why did you do it? 
òWhen sitting with Hans Gut-
mann the organiser of the Cape 
Town trip in 2006 on a lovely 
beach in the Comoros Islands in 
the Indian Ocean, I asked him 
what he had planned for us 
next. His comment was that 
there would be no more trips 
for aircraft needing Av-
gas....only for turbines using Jet 
A1. Finding Avgas and getting 

it to refueling points in time was 
becoming almost impossible.   
Two years later he asked if I 
would be interested in a flight 
around the Himalayas. Having been 
to school there and looking at the 
routing with a return the same way did not ap-
peal. I suggested that we should continue east-
wards and fly around the world. That would be 
more interesting. So when Hans came up with a 
routing that did just that I could hardly refuse.ó 
 
What was the biggest challenge on the trip? 
òThere were several. The trip was dependent on 
getting overflight and landing permissions and 
being able to position Avgas to suitable air-
fields. Most of the fuel we used in Siberia was 
eventually trucked in from St. Petersburg. The 
drums we used in Anadyr for the flight to Alaska 
had been filled in Canada in 2004! We were 
travelling through countries where there is no 
General Aviation; the Mongolians treated each 
aircraft as an airliner and charged us accord-
ingly. 
At the last moment Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan 
refused us overflight and landing permissions, so 
we were forced to re-plan and arrived three 
days early into Kazakhstan. There the authorities 
threatened to send us back to Armenia for which 
our permits had expired.  As late as 30th June 

President Feroz flies 
around the World 

The Route -  across 3 Continents 

President Feroz and co-pilot Simon Barlow 
completed their flight around the World on 
August 6. 

Above: Tyre 

change in 

Kazakhstan  

Left: Feroz 

with Ching-

gis Khan! 

Below: 

Alaskaõs 

mountains 

Simon refuelling  at Anadyr 



The unveiling was attended by Johnõs children George and 
Jenny, Kevinõs widow Belinda, and Mr and Mrs Rossettiõs 
children Ilaria and Matteo and all of their families.  IFFR 

World President Feroz Wadia and Raye, IFFR Italia President 
Dr. Roland Marrek and other members of IFFR Italia including 
Giovanmaria Faggioni (who had been instrumental in 

arranging the memorial and its location) and Cesare Cardoni 
also attended.  The ceremony was simple, but moving, with a 
short speech from the Mayor who told how the lives of all the 
mountain villagers had been touched by the tragedy, prayers 
from the local padre, and the planting of small shrubs beside 

the memorial by each family.  

George Ritchie 
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In two ceremonies, on opposite sides of the World, the memory of IFFR members has been honoured. 

On Sunday 14 June, exactly 54 weeks after the tragedy of 
1 June 2008 which claimed the lives of John Ritchie and 
Kevin Young of IFFR UK and Vittorio and Marinella Ros-

setti of IFFR Italia as they flew from Trento to Venice in Mr 
Rossettiõs Procaer Picchio, I-ARWI, the Mayor of Terragnolo 
unveiled a memorial stone in their memory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The memorial, of Italian granite marble, had been arranged 
by IFFR Italia and is located in a meadow beside a small 
church at the top of Passo Borcola, east of Trento, looking 
down on the valley in the mountains where the accident oc-
curred. The inscription, chosen by the families and quoting 
Helen Keller, reads òIt is wonderful to climb the liquid 
mountains of the sky, behind me and before me is God and I 
have no fearsó.  

In June 2005 Peter and Helen Walsh were killed in an acci-

dent on the post Chicago Convention Fly Around.  

Through their years of 
dedicated service Peter 
and Helen were highly 
regarded by their local 
community in Wagga 

Wagga, Australia.   

In 2005 the President of 
the Rotary Club, Philip 
Cross,, had proposed a 
tree planting project to 
create a òCentenary 
Driveó to mark 100 
years of Rotary. With 
the loss of Peter and 
Helen it was decided to 
dedicate the òCentenary 

Driveó to them as well.  

Due to a drought com-
pletion of the project was delayed. However over the past 
year, all the trees and shrubs have now been planted by Ro-
tarians, their partners and staff from Wagga Wagga City 

Council. The project is now complete. 

On May 30 2009 Peterõs mother, Grace Walsh, unveiled a 
memorial plaque on the site. The wording on the plaque 
reads: 

 òThis avenue of trees in Red Hill Road from the Olympic High-
way to the Rail Underpass was planted on 3 May 2008 to cele-
brate 100 Years of Rotary (1905 ð 2005) and in memory of 
our long standing Rotarian Peter Walsh, PDG, PHF +1, and his 
wife Helen, PHF, who were killed in an air crash at Long Island 
Sound off the coast of Connecticut, USA, on 27 June 2005 
after they attended the Rotary International Centenary Confer-
ence in Chicago.ó 
 
As a final part of the tribute nine aircraft from Peterõs former 
aero club conducted 
a flyover. 

The unveiling by Peterõs mother. 

Mayor Kerry Pascoe and 

the General Manager of 

Wagga Wagga City Council

 Lyn Russell planting a 

shrub on behalf of 2004  - 

2005  RI World President 

Glenn Estess and his wife 

Mary. 

IFFR members remembered 


