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Americas IFFR member Gerd Wengéerd his wife, Dorothy, of Burlington,
Ontario have done what only a handful of civilian pilots in Canada have
ever done. They have landed their Cessna 182 at Canadian Forces Station
Alert, a signals intelligence intercept facility located in Nunavut on the north
eastern tip of Ellesmere Islandthe most northerly inhabited place on earth.

The pair landed their aircraft after making the attention to the opportunities that aviation has
crossCanada trek in August from Pelee Islandgreated for Canada.
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Gerd tried twice to land as he battled rain, part of it. Thank you to everyone in the Cana-
fog and a high of only C. Finally he landed dian Forces for helping to make this dream a
runway at Alert,r eal i ty
greeted by Commanding Officer Major Syl-

and

we |
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Part of the route home from Alert to Goo%e Bay.

Following their landing at Station Alert Gerd

Canada, and

Gerd realized how rare it is for and Dorothy flew on t&pitsbergen, down the

a civilian pilot to be given per- Norwegian coast to Bergen, then over to Reyk-
mission to land at CFS Alertjavik, Iceland, to Narsarsuag, Greenland, to
_ | which is why he planned the tripGoose Bay,
85 so meticulously in advance, evemome. All in all a trip of 8,050 NM, entailing

carrying his own fuel from stop to 65 hours of flying. A truly epic journey. Con-
stop in order to remain com- gratulations Gerd and Dorothy!

then finally

determined to make the trip in Published with acknowledgement of the contri-
honour of the 100 anniversary bution by Holly Bridges.
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Australasian Spring Fly Ins

The Australasian Region held Spring Fly Ins In both New Zealand and Australia. RegionBl Rhil
Pacey reports.

The first of the Fly Ins was held in Sepwere hosted by the Rotary Club of Kai€ape Reinga sea fog).

tember at Kaitaia at the top of Newtaia where we were entertained after

Zealand's North Island. This was at-dinner by superb young Kolo Dan@ scenic drive through the Darling Downs
tended by members and guests from bogéns. This was a truly wonderful eveninig the afternoon included a visit to the
countries. Among the arriving aircraftand included a talk by our female CataUniversity of Queensland's Japanese
was the Catalina Flying Boat with a fulina Pilot, Dee Bond. Gardens. Then it was on to the Army

load of IFFR members. After a great meet Aviation Centre at OakeyA variety of

and greet on the Friday night it was offSunday's tour began with the Gum Digaemy aircraft were on display from

on Saturday morning, for a bus tourtger s Exhi bi ti on a nCdssnd 8wl DAfye ta Apachel Helicoptiera. r g
the very top of New Zealand.Our est avocado orchard both very interest- That evening at a dinner, hosted by the
driver, a local Maori, had us all in fits ofng. A leisurely drive took us to the KaiRotary Club of Toowoomba, there was a
laughter with his wise cracks aniari Peninsula for lunch at the Carringtfantastic talk by Sister Anne Marie Jen-
jokes. Lunch was had at a beautifuEstate Winery.During this time the Catasen, "The Flying NunSister Anne's ex-
beach just before arriving at Cape Relina did a Fly Past for the Battle of Britaiploits throughout the outback in her trusty
inga where sea fog restricted the view. Day atWaipapakauri, the site of an oldC172 are the subject of a book called
WWII Airbase. Whilst refuelling back at"The Flying Nun* a truly remarkable
Kaitaia the Catalina got stuck in sofady

ground. How to ‘unstuck’ a 12 ton Catdue
lina is another story entirely!!! A farew(®
BBQ meal on Sunday evening was hosg
. for us by the local Aero Club in their Cli
i Rooms. Monday dawit
but most got away via a non standar’®
right turn out and into clear air over tt
coast for home.

The first weekend in October saw theg
Australian Fly In, in land from Brisbane,

at Toowoomba, QueenslandJoan and
Some of the group at the northern thedigit-gi (\frew Mladen had arranged a spler‘lj

house at Cape Reinga. did itinerary starting with the meet an At the Oakey Army Aviation Ce”t%e'
greet di nner . Saturday morningd6s sigh

We returned via the Te Paki Stream anskeing trip took us through beautiful arfBunday saw many visit the James Street
90 Mile Beach with the more adventurobsstoric Toowoomba to Picnic Point. Narkets, a tradition in Toowoomba,
(some over 70) sliding down the hughust from recent winds unfortunately ok¢here an incredible amount of local pro-
sand hill at Te Paining. That evening weured the magnificent views (shades defce and craft was on saleunch was at
the Highfields Village on the Green
where the ladies let loose with the plastic

IF FR Trophy Awarded cards. In the afternoon the bus then took

) ) us to the superb Cobb & Co. Museum
The IFFR Trophy was presented to the Aero Club of Portugal in 2003. This wasyihich boasts the first collection of horse

recognition of the considerable support that the Fellowship received from th@rawn vehicles in Australidhe display
Aero Club following the accident on the Poleor}ventlon Fly About in the previi of more than 50 vehicles was enjoyed by

ous year all. Most walked back to the Hotel
through the Botanical Gardens which
were full of Spring flowers.The walk
was most welcome, as like all Fly Ins, we
had eaten a lot! Our farewell dinner at
the Toowoomba Sports Club capped off
a great weekend.

The Trophy is presented by the Ag, .
Club to the individual or group that i
considered to have made the greats
contribution to air safety in Portugal
that year.

The 2009 recipient was Lt. Col. Jg

Filipe Bernardo Pereira. He received { held at Motueka (NZ) 289 March and

award in a ceremony in Lisbon for ste® Maryborough (Vic. Aus)}® April. We
ing his F16, with electrical failure, aWdyThe presentafloto R) Portuguese Section Chaginldniove to see more of our Northern

from an inhabited area and ejecting atjosé Carlos Cavdodd President Feroiz @&idiaHemisphere friends attend so why not
minimum altitude near the Mont Real jair Joao Filipe Bernardo PhreimashSilva Salta, make an effort and as Nike who spon-
base in central Portugal. Chairman of the Aero Club of Portugaors Tiger Woods say "Just Do It".

The Regionds next tw
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Memorable Meeting at Friedrichshafen

In August the GermarAustrian Section held a truly unforgettable meeting at Friedrichshafen, the his-
torical home of the German airship industr@ian Cheverton gives her impressions assisted by Gregory
Gui doos p hot o grap hs. Photogra@h2009 Gregory Guida

| am not a Rotarian or even a true GA and a beautiful Ethiopian slave and the

enthusiastd though | do admit to help-  conflict of loyalties to family, country and

ing my husband, John, who is. So love. Although there was a vaguely An-

when Rodney Spokes invited us as  cient Egyptian theme, it was with a mod-

guests to the GermanAustrian meeting €rn political twist. The Ethiopian prisoners
in Friedrichshafen, | did wonder what ~ Of-war arrived in Guantanamo Bestyle

we were letting ourselves into. orange jumpsuits, and as the priests sang
of war and hate to foreigners, the cranes
Our welcome was warm. The Frie- moved huge blocks to reveal the head
drichshafen cont r oandflarpefading handiofa blyerState 6 k ne w
all about usé. Af tdkibertygmagching ghe faed). Ohcourse
quickly off to our very traditional hotel, it all ended in tears as Aida and .
the Buchhorner Hof.  The outside was Radames die together in a little boat that Above: At the Zeppelin NT hangar.
decorated with geraniums and the insiderifts up to the stars (in this version, anyBelow: Organiser Gunther Hayn (centre) with Sect
with a variety of deer heads. Halfan ~ way). man Wolfgang TeichGreii@eti

hour later we were relaxing in the sun- . ) )

shine outside a lakeside café with well Despite a late night, the pace did not
earned tankards of beer and a late slacken. Saturday started with a visit to
lunch. We met most of our fellow IFFR the Zeppelin museum. Here we learned
visitors later in the evening over dinner. of Graf von Zeppelin who started making
Good eating, drinking and airplane talk hydrogenfilled rigid airships at the end
were at the heart of the meeting, and Wé)f the 1800s. The pinnacle of his achieve-

chatted to Rotarians ment was the 245me-
from England, Scotland, tre ang LZ129
Jersey, Holland, Den- 6Hi ndenburgé and t he
mark, Switzerland, Lz127 o6Graf Zeppe-
Germany, Austria and Il i nd. Part of the mu-
even New Zealand. seum was a full scale
reconstruction of part
Gunther Hayn and his of one of these mon-
team had put on an ~ sters, showing the
excellent programme for us. Next mornframe over which they were built, the gas
ing we were off to the Zeppelin NT bags (each made of 70,000 cows appen-

works. | was fascinated to see how the dixes!!) and the higtlass livingjuarters

dream of lighterthanair flight was being for passengers inside the airship itself.
revived, using NT (New Technology, notThere was even a Wehsullated smoking
No Toilets as we were told). NT airshipsroom. After the 60 hour trip across the _ )
are built over a light carbon fibre skele- Atlantic the landing was the most danger- __/APove: The stunning opera set at Bergenz.

ton. The three engines, which are fitted 0US time. 200 ground crew were trained Below: Some of the exhibits at the Dornier Muse

away from the cabin, have swivelling  to catch landing ropes and steer the air-
propellers which give excellent manoeu-ship onto a mooring pylon. It was as the
vrability. This makes them ideal for luxurglindenburg was trying to moor at Lake-
passenger flights, traffic and crowd con-hurst in 1937 that disaster struck. The
trol (as in the Athens Olympics) and sciegmbination of wet mooring lines (which
tific research. Having Bernd Straeter, ~€arthed the ship), inflammable varnish on
former CEO of Zeppelin NT, as our guidﬁ”le outside and a lightning strike resu_lted
made the tour particularly special. in an explosion that destroyed the ship.

In the early evening we boarded the MSAfter lunch we were taken on to the Dorn- _ o

6Graf Zeppelind f oierMaseumywhiphscelebrgted the b ¢ DeSpitg thigand the restrictions on-post
see. Our destination was Bregenz’ at th@ChievementS of Claude Dornier. He wagar German IndUStry! Dornier has once
eastern end of the lake. We arrived as an engineer who started work with Grafmore grown to be a world famous manu-
the sun set, for o4eppelip, andthengraduated to dagignfagtyres of aircraft and space technology.
6Ai dad. The st age Ingaircegfh Histrademarkgdrsignswereyd wa s _

set as a waterside palace dominated by of metal, multpropeller flying boats, but Our weekend ended with a hearty Gala
two giant cranes and a pair of huge b|uehe diversified into many other types. D@Jnner at the Buchhorner Hof. Many
feet. We watched enchanted as the musied WW2, Friedrichshafen was an obvi-herzlictthanks to our generous and

and drama drew us in to the tale of the OUS target for allied attacks, and the  friendly hosts who had given us such a
tragic love between an Egyptian generaffown suffered considerable damage. ~memorable time.
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